Wikipedia
Wikipedia is a popular online encyclopedia that is freely created and maintained.  This means that ANYONE, whether they know anything about the subject or not, can write or update an entry.  Because of this, Wikipedia is not considered an authoritative site and must be used very carefully in research.  
Wikipedia can be a great resource for getting to know a field — and it can give you an encyclopaedic overview of a subject, acting as a spring-board letting you dive deeper. It should however not be used as your only source when performing research, and you should never blindly trust Wikipedia. Over the years, a lot of research has been amassed surrounding the reliability and biases of Wikipedia.
It can be used as a place to find key terms about your topic and the references may lead you to authoritative information somewhere else.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ask your instructor before citing a Wikipedia article in a paper or project.

Academic Use Disclaimer by Wikipedia:
“Wikipedia is not considered a credible source. Wikipedia is increasingly used by people in the academic community, from freshman students to professors, as an easily accessible tertiary source for information about anything and everything. However, citation of Wikipedia in research papers may be considered unacceptable, because Wikipedia is not considered a credible or authoritative source.”
Read full disclaimer

Other notices from Wikipedia:
We may be wrong
Use at your own risk
We are not doctors
We can’t help with law
You may disagree with what we include



